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Please keep in mind that the report below reflects the statements and positions of the speakers and not the positions of 
California State PTA, with the exception being the presentations by CAPTA representatives. 
 
 

Paul Richman - Chief of Staff, California School Boards Association (CSBA) 
 

 
 

 The state is developing a coherent and unified school accountability system that will be compatible with the 
federal Every Child Succeeds Act, or ESSA, (the successor to No Child Left Behind). Rather than producing a single 
API number, the new system will have a dash board of multiple measures. Like a car dash board, it will have 
warning lights that will trigger measures to help fix problems. There will be an emphasis on support and 
improvement rather than punishment. 

 The State Board of Education is working on this accountability system in a very open, thoughtful and methodical 
way. Parents are welcome to provide their input.  

 CSBA is opposed to the cap on school district reserves, which was passed as part of this year’s budget. Along 
with hampering local control of school finances, the cap could affect a school district’s credit rating, which would 
mean higher interest costs for bonds and projects. CSBA is working for the passage of SB 799, which would 
change the cap on school reserves from 6 percent to 17 percent. California State PTA is one of several groups 
that support this legislation. The California Teachers Association is opposed. More information is at 
www.fixthecap.com. 

 CSBA recently completed a study on adequate funding for education in the 21st Century. (The report is available 
at www.csba.org) Some facts from the report: 

 California ranks 10th among states in per capita income, but 40th in per student funding. 
 Californians spend 2.7 percent of taxable income on K-12 education as compared to 3.4 percent 

nationally. 

http://www.fixthecap.com/
http://www.csba.org/


 The state would need $15 billion more just to meet the national average in education funding. 
 Californians rank 49th in the ratio of students per teacher. We would need 110,000 additional teachers 

just to be at the national average. California has 42,000 fewer teachers than Texas but serves 1.4 million 
more students. 

 The state would need $22 billion to $42 billion in additional resources to provide students with an 
adequate education. 

 CSBA, California State PTA, the Association of California School Administrators (ACSA), nine school districts and 
60 individuals are plaintiffs in the lawsuit Robles-Wong v. State of California, which contends that the state 
operates a school finance system that does not provide all students with access to a qualitative education, thus 
violating a student’s fundamental right to education. Oral arguments were heard in January of this year and a 
decision will be handed down during the next several months. 

 
“It’s always about debating the issues, it’s not personal up here in Sacramento.” 

 
 

Ted Lempert - President, Children Now 
 

 
 

 In earlier times, if a child did not graduate from high school it was not a tragedy for the country. Today every kid 
needs to graduate from high school, otherwise we won’t have enough people to keep the economy going. 

 Hundreds of thousands of children face trauma daily, with long-term health impacts. The answer is to provide 
specific services and each stage of a child’s life. 

 Children Now is leading the Children’s Movement of California, which works for public policymaking to benefit 
children. It currently involves over 1,000 business, labor, education, parent, health, local government, civil 
rights, and faith, community, and ethnic-based organizations around the state. More information is at 
www.childrennow.org. 

 Supporting the whole child should include early childhood education for all children. Only 15 percent of low-
income children are in a quality preschool. Many children show up in Kindergarten with no skills. The governor’s 
proposed budget caps funding for preschool and shifts responsibility to the local level. 

 Children Now and 500 other education, business, equity parent, and community organizations support the new 
Common Core standards. The standards establish learning goals for all students and emphasize critical thinking, 
analysis and deeper understanding. 

 Education is not a priority in this state. Public employees in other area are paid more than teachers.  

 AB 1644, one of five priority bill for Children Now, is a short-term but critical step on building mental health care 
services in schools. (CAPTA does not have a position on this bill.) 

 
“We need a multifaceted agenda…kids must be priority and we need to work together.”  

 

 

http://www.childrennow.org/


Dr. Ilene Straus - Vice President, State Board of Education 
 

 
 

 If you had to pick a time to be actively involved as parents, it’s right now.  

 The state board is developing new assessments, a new accountability system and rubrics for the Local Control 
and Accountability Plans. “We are taking our time and trying to be patient, persistent and humble, because it’s 
really big work.” 

 The purpose of accountability is not to identify and punish ineffective schools and districts, but to provide 
appropriate supports to increase effectiveness. 

 ESSA is a really good piece of legislation that mirrors a lot of what California is doing. The board is working to 
design one integrated state and federal accountability system. 

 The feedback we’re getting on the LCAP is that it is too long and too bureaucratic. The board is working on a 
new plan that will meet with federal requirements, mesh with our state system and make sense for everyone 
involved. 

 The rubrics for the LCAPS will be done by this fall. 

 Common Core provides the kind of education that you got if you were in honors classes. It’s a deeper teaching.  

 The state has created the California Collaborative for Educational Excellence to provide technical assistance and 
intervention to school districts that haven’t made enough growth or that want assistance. Former Long Beach 
Unified superintendent Carl Cohn is heading the team. 

 
“We are moving towards an accountability measure that will work for schools, students and our state.” 

Justine Fischer - California State PTA President 
 

 
 
 

 CAPTA has spent the entire week dealing with the Morgan Hill lawsuit and the potential release of student 
information.  CAPTA objects to the release and urges members to do the same. Filing an objection is not the 
same as an opt-out.  

 
“Family Engagement is THE number one priority for California PTA” 



Shayne Silva - California State PTA Director of Legislation 
 

 
 

 One of CAPTA’s three goals for this term is to obtain $1 billion of one-time funding from the state for family 
engagement. At the request of PTA, Assembly Member Susan Bonilla has introduced AB 2680, which does not 
have a specific amount but would designate funding for family engagement “subject to appropriation.” 

 The funding would provide training for parents and families to teach them about LCFF and LCAP and how they 
can have a voice in their school and district. Parents would also learn about their role as a child’s first teacher. 

 Sixty percent of parents in California today did not go to school in this state, and many did not go to school in 
this country.  

 The funding would be distributed to school districts based on average daily attendance and would be used over 
three years. Districts would not be required to take the funding but would be required to have a family 
engagement plan if they did. Some of the money would go to county offices of education for preschool 
programs. 

 CAPTA is working with various groups on issues of equity and access. 

 CAPTA supports the $9 billion school facilities bond that is currently on the November 2016 ballot. 
 

“When visiting your legislators, only go in with three asks.” 

 
 

Sherry Griffith - Executive Director, California State PTA 
 

 
 

 The State Department of Education is looking for a solution to the release of student information in the Morgan 
Hill suit. A hearing to present objections was scheduled for Feb. 26. 

 
“The Morgan Hill case is all about Data” 

 
 

 



Edgar Cabral - Principal Fiscal and Policy Analyst, Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) 
 

 
 

 For the fourth year in a row, the state budget is showing improvement. The state budget is currently $5.9 billion 
higher than estimated last year. 

 Various propositions require the state to spend its revenues in certain ways. This year, after those requirements 
are met, there is $7 billion left. The governor proposes to place $3 billion in the state’s reserve, in addition to the 
$2.6 billion required amount, and to spend $2 billion on statewide infrastructure. The remainder would be spent 
on deferred maintenance, county jail renovations, community colleges and health and community services. 

 This year’s education budget looks very good, although not as good as last year.  

 The governor’s proposed budget includes $4.3 billion in Prop 98 increases to K-12 and community colleges, with 
$2.8 billion going through the LCFF.  

 The LAO is concerned that there are inequities in the way state funding for special education is distributed to 
Special Education Local Plan Areas (SELPAs). Districts with lower rates of state special education funding are 
spending more out of their general fund. The LAO recommends $40 million to equalize the funding when the 
LCFF has been fully implemented. 

 The state provides $30 million for infants and toddlers with disabilities in last year’s budget but the governor has 
taken that out of his proposal for next year because there was no agreement on how to spend the funding. The 
LAO says the program is outdated and convoluted and should be restructured by the legislature. 

 The governor wants to combine $1.6 billion in funding for three existing preschool programs into one grant 
program. School districts would decide how best to serve the neediest children. More details on this program 
will be included in the May revise. 

 
“The governor’s approach is to spend as little as possible and save for the next recession, which typically 

would be beginning now.” 
 
 

Rick Simpson - Chief of Staff for the Speaker of the State Assembly Toni Atkins 
 

 
 

 An initiative petition is being circulated to extend the Prop 30 tax increases on upper income earners, but not 
the sales tax increase. If this effort fails, it would mean a drop of $5 billion to $11 billion in state revenues, 
depending on economic conditions. 



 The $9 billion school facilities bond is on the November ballot, but there are concerns that if an extension of 
Prop 30 tax increase is on the same ballot, both will fail to pass or the bond will pass and the tax increase will 
not. 

 The governor is not in favor of the bond because he is concerned about increasing the state’s debt and because 
he believes the bond program is too complicated and favors bigger districts. There is a very slim possibility that a 
more modest bond will be placed on the June ballot instead. 

 Trying to reach the national average in per student funding is not a good idea because “mediocrity is not a good 
target.”  San Diego Unified School District did a study on what level of service is needed to give students a 
chance to succeed and estimated that it needed $18 billion more. Almost 10 years ago the Getting Down to 
Facts Study showed public education needed 40 percent more in funding. 

 Where do we get the dough? Any hope of a stable funding source needs to come from the local level – income 
tax, sales tax, excise tax, sin tax, etc. This would require changes in state legislation. Issues of equity could be 
resolved by: 

 Allowing local governments to choose from a menu of taxes. 
 Taxes levied at the county level or by school financing districts. 
 State guarantees of certain levels of return for particular tax efforts. 
 In SB 50, the school facilities program passed in 1998, it allows a school district to charge developer fees 

if a school bond fails. 

 A Prop 13 “split roll,” with commercial properties reassessed at different rates than homes, would provide more 
money for the state, which could lead to more money for schools. 

 The Lottery is not a solution. It provides only 1 to 1.5 percent of the K to university education budget, and can’t 
be used for facilities or research. 

 “The school district reserve cap is dumb but not evil.” It only goes into effect if the state deposits money in the 
Prop 98 reserve fund. Rick looked at 27 years under Prop 98 and found only one year when the reserve cap 
would have been triggered. Districts can circumvent the cap by designating their some of their funds as 
“committed balances” rather than “assigned balances.” 

 There are winners are losers under LCFF. The new system deregulated much of school funding. It reallocated the 
money, but did not provide more funding. Districts with high numbers of high-needs children are getting more 
money. 
 

“Local Governments need robust tax options.” 

 
Eric Heins - President, California Teachers Association (CTA) and co-chair of SPI, Tom Torlakson’s advisory task force 

on accountability and continuous improvement 
 

 
 

 This is an exciting time for education, with new standards, teaching materials, training, assessments and 
accountability. The state is taking its time and actually doing it right. There is a movement away from labelling 
and punishing and instead providing assistance to school districts to support continuous growth. 



 “Everything we do as a union is centered around student learning.” The union bargains for good wages because 
of the need to attract quality teachers.  Teachers don’t want to retain teachers who are ineffective because they 
make the job harder for the next teacher. 

 Teachers who were laid off in the past several years have found other things to do, and now the districts are 
screaming for teachers. “We need to grow our own. We need a teaching force that looks like our students.” 

 People who complain about Common Core are really complaining about the curriculum.  

 The current lawsuits involving education are troubling. In the Vergara case involving teacher tenure, Judge Treu 
had already decided his opinion before the case was presented.   

 Regarding the Friedrichs case in the Supreme Court: no one is forced to join the union, but they are still covered 
under the contract negotiations and the union is still required to protect them. There was an assumption in the 
press that the ruling would be in favor of the plaintiffs, but that changed when Justice Scalia died. A 4-4 decision 
would mean that the lower court decision stands, but the court could rehear the case. Twenty-seven similar 
cases are working their up the court system, so at best this is a reprieve for the unions. 

 CTA has no position yet on the extension of Prop 30 tax increases. 
 

“It’s a tsunami of change from California to the east coast; what’s going on in California now, the entire country is 

watching.” 

 
 

Patrick O’Donnell - California Assembly Member and Education Committee Chair 
 

 
 

 The focus should be on closing the achievement gap by providing support at the local level. Success will happen 
at the local level, not at the state level. 

 The state needs to address teacher recruitment and support. It takes five years for a teacher to be vested in the 
State Teachers Retirement System but only 50 percent of new teachers make it to that point.  

 The $9 billion school facilities bond for K-12 and community college will likely be on the November ballot. There 
is a possibility to move it to the June ballot. 

 O’Donnell introduced a bill in the last session to revise teacher evaluations but it was stopped by groups outside 
the Capitol.   

 The LCAP system is new. The state should wait a few years before making changes. 
 

“There is nothing more American than public education…lose the middle class, and we lose America.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Rocky Chavez - California State Assembly Member 
 

 
 

 We’re in a big period of change. People are angry at government. The system is broken.  

 We need parents to be involved more than ever. 
 

“The #1 priority for Republicans and Democrats is more seats in the California State University system and the 

University of California system for California’s own students.” 

 
 

Alex Padilla - California Secretary of State 
 

 
 

 In the November 2014 election, 42 percent of registered voters turned out in California, 43rd in the nation. There 
are another 6.7 million citizens who are eligible to vote but have not registered.  

 The new motor voter law will automatically register voters who go to the DMV for their drivers licenses.  

 SB 450 would make voting easier by allowing counties to conduct elections by mailed ballots only, with several 
locations where ballots can be dropped off. 

 Colorado has all mail-in election ballots, drive-through drop-off stations and vote centers where ballots can be 
cast on tablets or laptops, open one to two weeks before the election day. This is less expensive for the state 
and the turnout has increased by 20 percent. 

 The Secretary of State is working with Orange County’s Registrar of Voters, Neal Kelley, on some of these ideas. 

 The Secretary’s office is developing VoteCal, a database of all California voters, where people can register to 
vote, verify or update their registration, and verify that their ballot was counted. Same day registration will also 
be available. This will be completed by 2018. 

 
“Final word: Register, vote and spread the word.” 

 

 



Janet Nguyen -  California State Senator (Spoke in place of Senator Sharon Runner) 
 

 
 

 Early childhood education is the number one priority for the incoming speaker of the Assembly, Anthony 
Rendon. 

 Cal-State Long Beach has 90,000 applications from students. It is too hard to get into a California university, and 
a BA doesn’t get you a job these days. 

 Every child has to be successful, regardless of his or her background. 

 Preschool helps children adapt to being with other children, develops an excellent immune system, provides 
language development and English language acquisition for kids raised with a different language. All children 
should start on the same footing, then the sky’s the limit. 

 We need to provide vocational studies to allow students to do what they want to do and keep them from 
moving out of the state. 

 She would like to see a program where college graduates who stay in California and work in underserved areas, 
as teachers or in the medical field, would have their student loans or tuition waived. 

 Voting is important. In 2007, she won election to the Orange County Board of Supervisors by just three votes! 
 

“With baby boomers retiring, there are not enough trained and skilled workers to take their place.” 

 
Kevin de León - California State Senate President Pro Tem 

 

 
 

 Last year California invested more money in education that it has in a decade. 

 He has a strong commitment to early childhood education. 

 California is the 7th largest economy in the world, and close to surpassing #6 (United Kingdom).   

 Education is the greatest equalizer we have.   
 

“We have to make strategic investments in human capital.  Strategic investment in education is what makes sense. 

The strategic decisions we make now create outcomes we want in 10, 15, 20 years from now.” 


